
MANDAN Historical Society 

Board of Directors Special Meeting 

Thursday July 11, 2019 

Location: Mandan Historical Society Museum Building at 3102 37th St NW, Mandan  

Present: President Bob Porter, Secretary Kathye Spilman, Treasurer Bill Engelter, MHSoc 

Director Bob Barr. 

Absent: MHSoc Director Joel Winckler, Vice President Walt Russell 

The meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order by President Porter at 5:00 p.m.  

Quorum was present. 

Officers’ Reports 

Secretary’s Report: Review and approval of minutes from April 2019 and June 2019 Special 

Board meeting were tabled. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Review and approval of the Treasurer’s Report was tabled. 

Committee Reports 

Nomination Committee:  Kathye reported she had obtained the contact information from Joel 

Winckler on the individual discussed for the Board assignment at the prior regular Board 

meeting and she would be contacting her to attend the next meeting. 

Membership Committee: Report tabled. 

 

Buildings & Grounds Committee: Exterior work on the building was almost complete on the 

building currently under construction on the grounds of the ND State Railroad Museum.  Several 

decisions need to be made recording interior finishes.  Kathye brought information on various 

paneling options including special order cherry finish pegboard.  She expressed concern about 

the cost of the buildout verses available funds.  She suggested vinyl flooring and the air 

conditioning be deferred.  She also believed there would not be enough money to hire a 

contractor to install insulation.  The 5 additional electrical outlets installed cost an additional 

$400 versus the original quote.  From her perspective, the museum needed to look “nice” and not 

cheap as this area was the only building the Society would have for the foreseeable future. 

 

She also presented for consideration the idea of building in a closet for storing items out of site.  

She reported she had many items in storage for the Society.  It should also be big enough to store 

folding chairs and a folding table, should the Board decide to hold meetings in the building.  She 

announced she would donate funding for a “French Closet” door and locking door handle ($300) 
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in addition to her previous $500 donation. Various locations were discussed.  Motion to install a 

closet in the northwest corner of the building was made, seconded and approved via voice vote. 

 

After discussion, it was decided to install cherry pegboard across the top half of the south wall to 

facilitate photo as a “gallery” location with matching cherry walnut paneling across the bottom 

of the wall.  The other walls would be finished with the white maple paneling.  Paint colors are 

to compliment the panel selections but generally light and neutral in nature. 

 

Bob Barr made a personal donation of $1000 toward finishing the interior of the new space. 

 

Communication & Public Relations Committee:  Report tabled. 

 

Donations & Acquisitions Committee: Report tabled. 

Endowment Committee:  Report tabled. 

Grant Committee: Report tabled. 

Old Business 
 

No old business discussed 

 

New Business 
 

Bob Barr reported the ND Pottery Collectors Association was holding their 2020 Annual State 

Meeting in Bismarck in June 2020.  He suggested the Society invite the group over for a outdoor 

picnic dinner or lunch at its expense in appreciation for the many grants for purchasing items for 

the Society’s collection. General consensus for support of the idea. Discussion ensued including 

which day, which meal time and type of meal.  Based on Bob Barr’s recommendation, the 

invitation will be for the Saturday June 13 lunch.  Director Barr will draft the invitation letter and 

Secretary Spilman will mail invitation letters to their Board of Directors and Annual Meeting 

Committee with a RSVP in March 2020.   

 

Next Meeting: To be at the discretion of the President in the October/November timeframe.   
 

Motion to adjourn at 5:45 p.m. made, seconded and approved via voice vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kathye Spilman 

Secretary Approved: November 7, 2019 


